Pacemaker lead thrombosis and disseminated intravascular coagulation following warfarin therapy: case report and review of the literature.
A 54-year-old male with a permanent pacemaker was admitted to the intensive care unit due to a stroke. This occurred six days following the initiation of warfarin therapy for paroxysmal atrial fibrillation. The patient presented with profuse bleeding through the sites of venipuncture and laboratory evidence of disseminated intravascular coagulation. Echocardiography revealed multiple thrombi adjacent to the pacemaker leads. Underlying thrombophilia and/or any other systemic disorders were excluded. Thereafter, he exhibited multiple organ failure and despite all therapeutic efforts he expired. In the absence of any thrombophilia, the rare patient with a preexisting intracardiac device, in whom warfarin is prescribed, might experience thrombotic events. The latter could be linked with the preexisting device and/or could be triggered by the initiation of warfarin treatment, but this is merely a hypothesis.